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Precast concrete is helping municipalities accelerate the 
delivery of sports complexes in many poor outlying areas 
across the country. 

These projects, under the Expanded Pub-
lic Works Programme (EPWP), create many 
employment and skills-development op-
portunities during construction. Moreover, 
these projects are an important pipeline of 
work for emerging contractors.

Sports complexes also bring socio-eco-
nomic benefits to poor communities and 
CoreSlab has been associated with some 
of these projects, working with municipali-
ties and their professional teams to fast-
track delivery.

The company supplies off-the-shelf pre-
cast concrete technologies for construct-
ing the podiums, a stand-out feature of 
and one of the most complex facets of 
these sports stadium projects.

By outsourcing this aspect of the project 
to a specialist, the client and their profes-
sional team have eliminated much of the 
risk associated with constructing sports 
facilities. “Depending on the size of the 
structure, our standard modular system can 
be installed in under two weeks, while 
work continues on other aspects, ensuring 
timely delivery of the project,” says Jaco 
de Bruin, MD of CoreSlab. “It also restricts 
working at heights to CoreSlab’s specialist 
team, keeping other workers safe.”  

The system comprises precast concrete 
columns, raking beams and seating bench-
es. They are transported on a ‘just-in-time’ 
basis to the site where they are installed by 
a small, efficient team of specialists. Core-
Slab uses its own mobile cranes and opera-
tors from sister company, Corehire, during 
installation of the precast units.

Transportation of precast units from the 
factory is undertaken by Corefleet, also a 
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sister company, which has contributed to CoreSlab’s growth in 
South Africa’s construction market. 

Once installation is completed, the emerging contractor will 
start the external brick works to complete the podium and  in-
ternal works, with a basic structure usually comprising a chang-
ing room and ablution facilities.

The stadium roof is also usually let out to a specialist. 
De Bruin says that these projects continue to demonstrate 

that precast concrete technologies complement labour-based 
construction practices. “Only a small component of the entire 
project is handed to a specialist, leaving ample opportunity for 
job creation and skills development on other facets of the con-
struction programme.”

As many as 50 locals can be recruited to work alongside the 
main contractor’s core team. 
“These opportunities are complemented by the numerous 

construction-related jobs that are created in the actual manu-
facture of the precast concrete items at CoreSlab’s factory in 
Polokwane,” states De Bruin. “Importantly, they are long-term 
employment prospects, with people working on multiple proj-
ects simultaneously.” 

Quality, precision and durability make precast concrete ideal 
for projects that require minimal maintenance – always impor-
tant for municipalities.n
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